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DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS ATH BATTALTON =29TH arTILIFRY
AFD Ben Francisco S6L50
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AVGE-YC 5 May 1969

SUBJECT: Cperational Report of 6th Battslion, 27th Artillery (UIC:
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-g5 (KI) (1)

SEE DISTRTBUTICN

1, (C) SECTION ], Opergtions: Sigmificant setivitles.
a. Persomel. |

WALSAL)

(1) The &th Battaliom, 27th Artillery remained assigned to the 23D
Artillery Groop. The organdc batteries of the Battalion were not detached
during this period. F Battery, l6th Artillery remained attached to this

Battalion.

{2) 4t the end of the reporting pericd the assigned personnel strength
of the battalion, including F Battery, l6th Artillery was under the agthordzed

strength. The following shortages exist in the prescribed grades.

ECS FOSTITICH N ANTHOART ZRI ASSTGHED
| 13B4 Gurmer 18 10
3B Sectlon Chief 25 22
13EL Cperation & Intelligence 1= 7
TEE, Unit Supply Sergeant g ]

(3} The morale of the battelion remained high with the H&H program the
bigegest morale booster. The following is a breskdown of the H&6 allocetions:

DOWIGEADED AT 3 TRk INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIRECTIVE  5200,10
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of fth Bettnlion, 27th Avtillery (UIC: walSad)
Poried Ending 30 April 1369, RCS CSFOR-85 (RI) (U)

&ITE . FEERUARY MARCH APRIL
Heg  Heed Beg Hegd Bzg FHecd
Hawaii B & 12 10 12 9
Tekyo 1 1 1 1 2 2
Hong Xong &) 0 2 2 1 1
Banglole 35 15 2 12 9 E,
Srdney 1o B iz 10 12 1
™ s Lumpur 2 2 0 0 1 1
Taipei b & 5 3 & L
Fanang 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sinpapore 2 2 2 2 3 3
In—eountry L I 7 7 3 2

(4) There werc no slgnificant merale or disciplinary problems. There
wags one (1) General Court Martlal during this quarter. article 15 punishment
was administered as shown:

FEBRUARY - KARCH APHIL

28 20 2%

(5) During this quarter there were thirteen (13) casualties dus to hostile

aetion (WLA), of which nine (9) returned to duty.

E&; jards snd decoraticns presented to members of this command include
one (1) Bronse Star Hedal (Valer), eme (1) Bronze Star Medal (Achievement),
ten (10) Bronze Star kedale (Serviece), ten (10) Air Fedals, two (2} Army
Conmendstion Hednls (Valer), three {3? Jomy Commendation Medals (lchievement),
thirty (30) Army Commendation Mudals (Service) and thirteen (13) Purple Hearts.

(7) Religious services were provided by Chaplsins from the lst Infantry
Division end let Cev DMwvision (AM) for =11 undts,

CONFIDENTIAL
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‘ AWGErC 5 My 1969
SUBJECT: C(peratiomal Report of 6th Battald ; 27th irtillery (UIC: WAlSas)

Fericd Ending 30 April 1969, aCS (1} (U}
b. Qpergtions,
(1) At present the batteries of this battalion are located as shown
balow:

A Battery, 6/27 Artillery, ZT 80999032, Quan Loi.

B Battery, 6/27 Artillery, YU 14360725, Fhuoc Binh,

C Battery, 6/27 Artillery, LT 97084955, Fhuoo Vinh.

F Battery, 1l6th !.r‘t-ﬂ.‘l.:rj, AT 22209130, Quan Lod.

HHB, 6/27 Actillery, XT 209903, CQaan Lod.

Service Battery, &/27 Artillery, XU 045096, Long Binh.

At the beginning of this period, the mission of each Firing Betbtery was:
L 4

A Battery, 6/27 Artillery, GSE lst Cav Division Artillery.
B Battery, 6/27 Artillery, G5 II FFOKCEV.
C Battery, 6/27 Artillery, G5 II FFCRCEV.
F Battery, 16th Artillery, GSR 1lst Cav Division Artillery.

(2) During this poricd the battalion particpated in several operations
pnd displaced units as indicated below.

{a) At the start of this quarter, F Battery, 1éth irty was lecated at
Teng Le Chom. On 28 Pebruary, with the closing of the lst Cav Division Oper-
stions in the area of the "Fish Hook", F Battery, 16th jrty displaced ffom
Tong Le Chon to Quan Led. The persomnnel and equipment to include Class V were
transported by G-130 Afreraft. The battery initialiy cccupied a 105mm howitzer
positicn and then moved inte their new permanent location. Op 25 Karch the
battory rear departed Fhuce Vinh and closed Quan Loi. All elements of F Pat-
tery are together at Quan Loi for the first time since 1 lNovember 1968.

() On 12 Febvunry n linisen party consisting of one officer and two
enlisted men was sent to vicinity of Tny Winh city to work with the lst «RVH
Mrborne. They rerdered wnluable support by assisting in fire pleaning and
adjusting artillary fire when needed. On 28 March this team rejeined their
parent battaliem,

{c) wWith the start of the enemy Lunar low Year Cffensivc on 23 February
pll briteries experienced incressed cperations. B Battery, ot Fhuoc Binh
provided close fire support with heavy artillery during the eritieal days
follewing the ground attack sgainst the previnee capital of Song Ba.

{4) ©n 13 March the 1st Cav Division (AM) displaced fram Cusn Loi, passing
respensibility for the area to the lst Infantry Division. The mdssion of L.
Battery, 6/27 irty and F Battery, 16th Arty was changed to GSi lst Infantry
Division Artillery. The mission of B Battery and C Battery, 6th Ba.t-t.a:lim,
27th Artillery remsins G5 11 FFCRCEV,

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of &th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UAC: WaAdSad
Period Ending 30 April 1969, KCS CaPUl-65 (K1} (W)

(6) On 18 March 1949, a platoon of B" howitzers frem A Battery displaced
from Quan Lol to Fire Support Base "TRUMDER ILI" (aU 7765) by surface comvay.
The plateon mission was fth Battszlion, 6th Artillery, lst Infantry [ivie-
ien, which was reinforcing the organic artillery fire of the 11th Armered
Gavalry Regiment. The platoon was in support of Operatien "ATLAS WEDGL', a
miltidivisional operation in the vicinity of the Michelin Rubber Flantatlen.
Although the msin ground contact remsined oubside the platoon range cgpability,
the heavy artillery influenced the operation by denying the enemy the use of
familipr base camp aress and infiltration rcutes. The Class V resupply wes ac-
complished by surface convoy from Lai ¥he. On 2% March the platoon returmed to
Cunn lod,

(f) Throughout the reperting pericd seven forward observer partles were
wd ko the Sth and 25tk ARVY Divisicns for operations threugheut the IIL

(g) On 15 ipril 1969, a platoon of 155%= howitzera from F Battery, 16th
Artillory was displaced to Loc Nimh Special Forces Camp (4U 7308) to be in IS
of a Camp Strike Force Operation. The move of the howitzers snd trutks was by
rotary wing (3 €H-54 sorties and 3 CH-47 sorties) from Guen Lol, The necessary
Class IV ard Class ¥V supplies were flewn by C-130 aireraft from Bien Hoa to
loc Nirh., The platoon supported a ccmbat assault by the Camp Strike Force snd
rrovidet suppert for two (2) days. On 17 April 1969, the platoon returned to
Quan Loi by C-<130 aircraft.

(h) On 2% Aprdl 1969, o platocn of 8" howitzers frem A Bettery, 6th
Battolien, '27th drtillery moved by convoy from Quan Led te LT »J0s" (XT 62466L).
In position they provided heavy artillery suppert for clements of the lst Cav
Division (A¥) in operaticn TANA SCOUT". The move xas planned and executed
by the lst Cav Division Artillery with the security eacort provided by & Troop,
2/11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. Althcugh meving through insecure jungle
terrain, no entmy were encountered. All regquired classes of supply were pro-
vided by fixed wing aircraft from Blen Hoa. Water resupply was provided by a
daily CH-47 Chincck sortie frem a nearby fire base "TH III" (AT 7765).

As of 30 April the platoon remained at LZ "JUL".-

(3) The following number of missions were firod with the totsl amounts of
amunition expended as indicatod.

T MISSICHS Fla.D ONGNTTICH BXBLNIED
= 155HE | 1758 ar

A Battory, 6/27 irty 3004 3811 3547
B Battory, 6/27 ity 3672 Lo72 5814
C Buttery, 6/27 Arty 2752 3305 3699
F Battery, léth irty 33 : 11,53

TOTALS: 12,741 1,9 11,188 13,280
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AVCE-YG : 5 May 1969
SUBJECT: Cperaticnal haport of Gth Battnlion, 2Fth .*L_rt.i.:l.lur}- LUl sl
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCo CoFC-£5 (k1) (U)

¢, Iradning,

{1} The momthly inspection of each Firing Battery Fiv hae continved. 4% a
result, the proficiency of the Fire Direction Centers has improved considerably.

. (2) EDophasis this quarter has been on maintenance operations. To facil-
itate this progrem teelve (12) enlisted men have attended courses of instruction

ot Long Binh in proper Ful procedures.

(3) The buttelion engaged in selectcd training on o daily basis. ZEmphasis
at the battery lovel has becn oo replacement training. A1 newly assigned
persorrel receive irdtinl traindng and orientation on those Vietnam peculiar

s jecta.
d. Intellisence,

(1) During the reperting period asrial cbservers of this battallen flew
268 VH missions comsisting of 597 hourz. 205 significant sightings resulted
in 232 fire missions conducted by the battalion aerial chaervers.

{2) During this quarter the 230 Artillery Cpoup was required to turn-in
all CH-1 "Bird Dog® aireraft. Conseouently the hours flown by the battalion
obeervers in the VH program was reduced by about cne-third, Since the range
fans of this battallon encompaes approximately 10,000 sguare kilemeters, the
loss of pivereft time sevorely offected the sgeressive fighting of the
bettalion,

(3} Target swwvedllsnce credited the battzlion with £0 snemy killed by
artillery (KBA). In addition two (2) priscners of war wers credited to the
battalion, Ceontinudng the attacks against enemy bass camps and storage areas,
the battalicn destroyed 261 bunkers,

(L) Tne following security clearances were granted or validated during the
reporting period. Top Secret (clearances validated - 8}, Secrot {(clearances
velldated = 74), Flnal Secret (clesramces granted - £9), Confidential (elsar-

ences granted = 16).
2. logistics and Maintensnce,

(1) The ammndition supply recuirements placed upon Service Battery were
reduced somswhat this quarter. B Battery, 6/27 irty contimed to receive all
eleases of supplies by nir on a daily basis. Thring Februsry, F Battery, l6th
irtillery was reeupplied by air while at Tong Ie Chon. The other batteries |
were supplied directly from eupply dnstallations located within their respective

base camps.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of &th Battalienm, 27th artillery (UIC: WalSaa
Foriod Endirg 30 aprdl 1949, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(2) Headquarters Battery, B Bnttery and C Battery, 6/27 Arty underwent
the USARV Cosmand Mainterance Inspection in Mareh. All batteries successfully
pessed this inspecticon. The cther batteries of the Battallion were not
inspected.

47 w;n? Effective & Februnry 1959i the 260th {(UIC:G35) Field
hrtillery Detachment (radar) was detached from the 6th Battalien, 27th
drtidlery by the 23D Artillery Group. Oenoral Order 23 dated 7 February 1959.

g« Lthor,

(1) Hedical. The health of the command contimued to be good. is
continued to be placed on good sanitation and the prevention of malsria., The
remelfective rate wos mindmal,

(2) oivie. action.

n. The tactical situation has not permitted the battalion to partici-
pate in MEDCAFS outside the Quan Lol base camp, but during the reporting per-
iod over 500 Vietnamese or Montagnard cisilians were treated in the Battalion
Md Station. The aid station has an open door policy to all laberers through=-
out the day, which has previded the Vietnamese and Mentagnard laborers with
good medical care.

{b) The Fhuoe Vinh School, sponscred by C Battery has been provided with
B large amount of books, papers, crayons, pono, and pencils, Cusntitics of
focd and fresh fruits have also been provided. In addition 25 sets of Boy
Scout uniforms were presented to the Scout Chapter sponsored by the achocl.

EN

{1} Adr Force Airlift Support.

(=) OBSERVATION. On occasions when idr Force cargo sireraft are required
to divert from their scheduls? destization, the recipient i= wnaware of the
final deatinmtion and finsl disposition of the cargo.

(b) EVALUATICH. The present coordinetion between the using battalion in
the field ond the Alr Porce aircraft control sgenmey is inadeguate. CQuite
often this bettalion has had an sirceraft fadl to arriwe st thelr destimation
with no word as bto disposlitdon of carge. Usually the cargo was flown in

CONFIDENTIAL = -
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SUBJECT: Operstiensl Report of Ath Fattalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WAlSaa)
Period Ending 30 April 1965, WCS CeFok-g5 (RI) (U)

& geversl days later unannounced to the battalion. Recently this procedure
resulted in ¢ earge of Class ¥ being landed st 2 remete firing sres after the
firing battery had displaced. This action required that ndditionsl aireraft
e scheduled on 2 combet eessential besis to plck up the same load gnd move it
to the unit's new location. A cuery to the originally intemded recipient by
the Alr Force would heve ellminpted this umweessary movement.

e ot L —
-

(e) BRECOMMEMDATION. That procedures be adopted st the neceseary level of
command for.the AMr Force to advise recipients of the eargo destinstion and
recuest instructdiens as to finsl dispeosition.

(2) Aoomrition Field Storage.

elz) CBSERVATICN, The use of lerge dozed trenches provides s pretected
smmnition storage site immedistely upon occupation of a field locatien,

(b) EVALUATION. On two sccasions sn 8" platoon was recuired to ccoupy &
small, oramped Fire Support Base and found that an ares for satisfactory smmun-
itden storage was not available. The problem was to safely store spproximately
200 projectiles, propellant charges and fuses immediately upon cccupeticn. As
a2 fleld expediency, two trenches 127 X LO' X &' were dozed out to provide
underground protection for the ammomition. All ammmition componenta were
completely eegregsted by lot nomber. A sloping entrence sllowsd ammunition
trucks and Carge Carrier MS5L8 epsy nccess, This methed is enly ftemporary and
provides no overhesd eover,

{c} EECCHMENDATION. That the sbeve temporsry storage trench be adopted
as a protected storzge ares until permenent bunkars cen be budlt. .

" t. Trainine, Nore
d. Imtelligence, MNons
€. logigtiss. lNone
f.. Crgaplzstion, MNome

g. Dther. Mons %( B,
el f (vt
RICH 5. BULLOCE :
LIC, Fa
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION

2 = Comarder-In-Chief, United States Army Faeific

3 = Comearding CGeneral, United Stetes Army Vietnam

1l - Commending General, II Field Foree Vietnam Artillery

£ = Commending OFficer, 29D Artillery Group l
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