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im;c-ns: (11 Xar 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Heport of 6th Battalion, 27th Artdllery (UIC: WALSAA)
Pericd Ending 31 Jamary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETHAKM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 4 MAR 1363

T0: Comsander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTH: CPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

1 mmmmmmwmmmmm
for the gquarterly perdod ending 31 Jamuary 1969 from Headquarters, 6th
Battalion, Z7th Artillery.

2. Commesnts follow:

2. Reference item concerning cnphc_nt collimator, page 8, para-
graph 2b (1); 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2a; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph
2. Concur, however, after the weapon has been laid for direction the col-
limator may be positioned 15 to 48 feet to the loft front of the pancoramic
telescope sight at a deflection established by unit SOP. Depending on the
weapon, the best results are cbtained from 17 to 35 feet. Using the M2991/U
flashlight as a back up for the power source issued with the collimators is
considered valid as a field expedient. This informetion will be disseminated
to all USARV artillery units in Vietnam.

b. Heference item mmmnﬁﬁmm,ms,wlphm
(2) and 18t Indorsement paragragh 2v. Concur, however, the solution adopted
by the 6th Eattalion 27th Artillery is only one of several uzed in Vietnam.
The solution offered by the 6th Battalion 27th Artillery will be mde svail-
ahhtnotharﬁ&bl?uﬁllmuﬂﬂ‘.ﬁ ¢

¢. Reference item concerning lbhiat.'l.u, telescope equipment, page 10,
paragraph Ze and Ist Indorsement, paragriph 2e; nonconcur. of
the MI37 sount counter mechanism is authorized at depot level only (TH 9-
1240-293-34). DSU's have neither the toals nor the skilled personnsl )
available. Dismantling the ¥137 mount' in the field will result in contam- ?K
1S

T

ination of the gears and failure, A doubls check for setting
elevation ie available on the MI07/X110 wenpons system, The Mi5 fire con-
trolqudrurh,lmahdmthtﬂshtd&ofthﬁgmm should be used
to set elevation. The gunner's quadrant may then be used to double check 3
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the setting. The umit will be so advised.
FOR THE COMMANDER:
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AVEGC-DST (11 Mar 69) Ath Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC:

Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS [:SFGR-65
MFR: CRBLL was staffed through:
G3 Opns: MAJ Hill/4636
Gh: MAJ-Kaplan/LE8l
ACTION OFFICER: 'MAJ ROBBINS/LBN 4433

CONCURRENCE /NONCONCURRENCE:  Not required.
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m (B‘“abmry 1969) . Ist Ind"

SURSETs &pmt-.tmL Emrl:- of &th Bat«tnl‘i.m, Zﬁh .lrhulu:f i‘ur Pertod W
.. 2% January 1969, ROS-CSFCE-85 (B1). : "

. Headguarters, 23d Arsillery er;p, li’ﬁ ,96289, 16 Pebruary 19&?
0:  4ssistent OHZs? of Stat? ; i‘m:- Porce Buwlm:ﬂmt n@am of the bray,
Hﬂ#hinm, B.,-... M1G

Vs Emuuiﬁ Gumml, .‘.’Luud !nm Hatnmim.uery, ATTHS ﬁm#ﬂc,
o/ SRR ', ¢ .

T Mibmdquaﬂ.er#hu mmwmwmr the period exling
mmntmmmﬂw éthmmnn,mmmm.

2, i’wt.inmt mﬂs follows

. 2. Reference Sectiom 2, perugmph 2::{1)& Conicur. This information is being
-diseeminatcd 4o ths obher 155me towed howitzer units within this cosmand.
b.- Beference Sectien 2, mw Zo(2): . Concur. This procedure expedites
“the deberdinetion and poating of air dats. ‘!hii information adll be dissesineted
to alll elezcnts «dtxdn Shis comzand..
8. Beforence Ssction 2, purug"aph :?.hﬁ)r -Gomeur, Innpurativa rancranio
- telegoopas, K115, were detected on twa mgaim during ths pest guarter in the"
a0 th-Bon 2Tih Arty because of their requiremwt ‘that § ghysical check of the rots~
¢ tipg head be made prior fo sad during gach aldsicn. Recommend et thls lnform-
ation be disseminated.to octher 8%/1 7% wilts. |
: d.- Beference Ssctidn 2, parsgraph 24: Coneur. “The preserided 231 sxbilicry
.. CSroup method of fire wnen firing intdliigence targets is Flatoon one tound for
heavy artilléry and Battery one round for light o medivs actiliery. uch expand~
itures are adequate for unobserved targets, @ Effsctive imemedictely, .s.mm;gm
targets which are fired as obsyved missiobs vAll be fired as %1
siesions, This policy will eatall lazger expenditiomsy ¢z intelligence tugc&s
but should serve to previde better surveillgnce an theése t.a.rgets. _
“ . '@ BSafereace Section 2, paragraph 2e: Concur. The Hi37, telsscope sount; -
is wiSazbled to the trunnion end, by the direct eupport maintenmsncs wdi when the
; ¥110 or EIO7 is delivered in.cowmtry.. 610th Maintemancs bettalion bad besn
1. T potified of the problam that exiats when thes Mi52 oradle meent is changed. in.
;, il _ unsatisfsctory equipment resort has been subtmitted. Farther recammend thal tst
I.ogimiaal Comand be npde aware of thls condiiion.
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Doxngradad ot 5 year intervals
Decizsaifisd after 12 yoars
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mué&:‘“ g}mﬁﬁfﬁ 6%k Battelion, 27¢h Artiliery (DNC: Hmu)
wmﬂmumgmm@(m(} _.
m,mnm,mmmmsmm
THEU: Commanding Gemersl, US Aory Vietnaw, ATTNs xm{m);mm'ﬁ
mm,mmm!m; GROP-DE, AFG 96358

T0:  Assistint Chief of Staff for Force Developmant, wwﬂw
. bmyy Wesidogbon, D.C. 20310

Tpis hesdquarters has yeviewed and concira with the Operetionsl Reporte
mmﬂmﬁhmmmmmtmm@m
31 January 1969, as indorseds

FOR I GOMWIDER:
1 Tcl : B.G. MACDONALD
- , iLT, AGC
Asst AG
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SVFB-FAC * (8 Feb 69) 24 Ind s O BAR 1383
SUBJECT: Cperationsl Feport of 6th Battelion, 27th Artillery (UIC:
WATSRA) Pertod Eoding 31 Jamuary 1969, RCS CS#0R-65 (®1}(U)

D4, W,nmmmmea%

01 inding Genersl, II Field Force Vietmam, AITH: AVFEC-RE,
4, ' Toe-guarterly resort of the 6tk Battelion, 27t Srtillery sdsquately
r;ﬂmta ths operntions and lessons legmmad d;rins the reporiing period,

" except as noted below. . :

2, Beference Section 2, pare 25(1), Bsployment of Collimators. Concur
...+ with para 2a of ist Indorpement with the following additiom: i.e col«
. #& _  limimator should be placed close egough to the sight that at Isast two
. mumbers can be read; the maximum diatence in any case will nol exceed
LB fewt, - ' *
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& CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE MY
HEAD QUARTERS 6TH BATTALION 277TH MTILLERY
APO San Francisco 964,50
AGE=-YC 8 February 1969

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFCR-65 (RI)

SEE DISTRIBUTICH

L

1, (C) Section 1. Overations: Significant Activities,
8. Personnel.

(1) The éth Battalion, 27th Artillery remained assigned td the 23d
Artillery Group. The organic batteries of the Battalion were not detached
during this period. On 26 Movember 1968, the 234th (UIC: FKX) and the
260th (UIC: G35) Field Artillery Detachments (Radar) were attached to
the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery for all purposes, to include promotion,
transfer and recuisitioning of personnel, by General Order 104, Headcuarters,
2d Artillery Group. Effective 30 November 1968, Battery A, 2d Battaliom,
1lth Artillery (UIG: A2H) was detached from the 23d Artillery Group and,
subsequently, the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery, by United States irmy,
Vietnam, Ceneral Order 5590, dated 4 Decomber 1968, By the same General
Crder, Battery F, 16th Artillery (UIC: A2K) was assigred to the 23d Artillery
Group, and further attached to the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery. There
was no change of persomnel involved, only & change in unit designation.

The 23Lth Fleld Artillery Detachment (Radar) was detached from the éth
Battalion, 27th Artillery by 23d Artillery Group General Order 122, dated
26 December 1968, effective 26 December 1968,

(2) 4 the end of the reporting period, the =ssigned persomnel
strength of the Battalion, including Battery F, 16th Artillery, was under
the autherized strength., The following shoratges exist in the prescribed
grades,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER-12 YE/RS
90D DIRECTIVE 5200.10

- CONFIDENTIAL
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g CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-IC 8 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of éth Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Ending 31 Jamuary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

MCS POSITION AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED
13EL Operations & Intelligence 12 -
1384 Section l.‘:hiaf 26 15
761L Unit Supply Sergeant 7 é
13E2 Fire Direction Computer 31 26
124 Cannoneer 256 201

: 1384 Gunner 18 9

(3) The morale of the Battalion remained high, with the R & R program
the biggest morale booster. The following is a breskdown of the R & R

allocaticons:
S1IE NOVEMBER DECEMERR BN
Reg __ Reed Roeq  Reecd Rec  Hecd
Hawaii 12 g 13 8 g 8
Tokye 2 2 0 0 0 0
Hong Kong z 2 3 3 4 L
Bangkok 12 6 10 g 17 17
Sydney 11 9 19 9 15 9
Kuala Dumpur 1 1 0 0 2 2
Taipei 5 6 8 8 3 3
Penang 1 1 o 0 1 1
Singapore 0 0 0 0 [ 4
In-country O 0 g 6 g 8

CONFIDENTIAL
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. CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-YC 8 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operstional Report of 6th Battalién, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)

(4) There wers no significant morale or displinary preblems. There
were no court martials during the cquarter. Article 15 punishment was
administered as shown.

HVENER DECEMEER | JAURY
19 20 23
(5) this period there were three (3) casualties due to

hostile action (WIA).

(6) iwards and decorations presented to members of this command
include twelve (12) Bronze Star Medals (Service), Seven (7) Ar Medals,
four (4) Army Commendation Medals (Achievement), fourteen (1) Army
Commerdation Medsls (Serwvice) and three (3) Purple Hearts.

(7) There were no vehicle or aircraft accidents significantly affecting
operaticna,

(8) Religicus services were provided by Chaplains from the lst Cav
Division (M) for all units,

b. Operations,

(1) During this period, the Gth Battalion, 27th értillery participated
in several operaticns and displaced units as indicated below,

(a) On 1 November 1968, Battery F, 16th Artillery displaced from
Phuoc Vinh, RVN, to Tong Le Chon, RVN, closing at 2400 Hours. The assigned
mission was GSR to lst Infantry Division Artillery in operation "Fish Hock".
The personnel and ecuipment were transported by C=130 aircraft. A fire
base wes established nearby the US Special Forces ¢amp at Tong Le Chonm,
gecured inmitially by the 36th /RVN Ranger Battalion, Extensive engineer
assistance was recuired to cleer fields of fire and cut out additicnal
area from the jungle. On 12 Kovember 1968, the mission was changed to
GSR 1st Cav Division Artillery, amd the security of the fire base was
provided by one company of the 5/7 Cav Battalion., The Battery has remained
at Tong Le Chon throughout the peried.

(b) With the arrival of the lst Division (AM) intc the III Corps
Tactical Zone in early November, the mission of this Battalion was changed.

The lst Cav Division (AM) replaced the lst Infantry Division in the area
surrounding all firing batteries of the Battalion. On 12 November 1968

3

CONFIDENTIAL
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- CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-XC 8 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Repert of éth Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Erding 31 Jenuary 19469, KCS CSPCR-65 "(RI)

the missicn of the batteries woere assigned as shown,

Battery A, éth Battalion, 27th Artillery: GSk lst Cav Division irty
Battery B, 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery: GSR lst Cav Division Arty
Battery C, éth Battalion, 27th Artillery: GS II FFORCEV

Battery F, 16th Artillery: GSR lst Cav Division Arty

{c.-.)' Cn 1 Neovember, one forward observer party was provided to the
5th ARVN Division to assist in fire planaing and artillery adjustmext.
The party returned en 8 November 1968.

(d) The responsibility for the operation of the aircraft warning
contral center and fire support ccordination center at Fhuoe Vinh was
transferred from the 23d Artillery Group to the lst Cav Division (AM).
Consequently, on 15 November 1968, two officers and six EM rejoined the
Battalion cperations section at Quan Loi, RVN.

(¢) On 5 November 1968, plans were submitted to II FFORCEV Artillery
for the implementation of a Ready Reaction Artillery Force, Battery F,
16th Artillery received the mission of primary leady Reactlion Artillery
in II FFORCEV Artillery. The Battery was assigned the responsibility of
being prepared to move two howlitzers and reguired fire direction equipment o
by fixed wing or rotery wing aircraft to any point within the II PFORCEV
area of interest within thirty (30) minutes of notificztion, To date, the
final plans have not yet been approved.

(£) O©n 25 Movember 1968, the 260th and 234th Field Artillery Detach-
ments (Radar) assumed operations at Quan Lei and Phuoc Vinh respectively,
Although attached to the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery, they were under
the cpersational control of the unit responsible for base camp defense.

(g) On 1 December 1968, a platoon of 8 inch Howitzers frca Battery A,
6th Battalion, 27th Artillery displaced from Quan loi to Loc Kirh, RVK,
by surface convey. The mission remained the seme; however, the displscement
enabled the platoon to more effectively attack hard taerget complexes in
the area, and to further assist the 3d Brigade, lst Cav Division (aX).

The platoon cccupied LZ "Kelly" (XU 732084) which was secured by the 2/12
Cav Battalion.. Enrcute, the convoy was ambushed, with regative casualties
or damage; however, it demonstrated the reguirement for adequate convoy
security. Artillery coverage was readily available and the rapid response
prevented amy damage, Resupply of Class V was accomplished by C-130 air-
craft. On & December 1968, the platcon returned to Quan Lol where it
rejoined its battery. ,

(h) During December, liaison visits to all US Special Forces "A"

_Detachments were made to revise planned defensive concentrations (DEFCONS).

CONFIDENTIAL



R

A A

E' 5 '--m._.:%',"." mmﬁ.@ e i
S AR E e TR T B

. CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-YC _ 8 Februsry 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Feriod Ending 31 Jamary 1949, RCS CSFCR-65 (RI)

(1) On 2 Jonuary 1969 the éth Battalion, 27th Artillery fired the
300,000 round of 8 inch and 175MM Artillery in the Republic of Vietnam,
The round was fired by Batt.arg A, 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery in a short
ceremonys (See paragroph g(3) below).

{3) Six farwsrd observer parties were provided to the 5th and 25th
ARVN Divisions during December 1968 and Januory 1969, The operations
usually lasted from five to seven days.

(2) The following number of missions were fired with the total amounts

of ammunition expended =8 indicated.

wIr MISSIONS FIRED H%ﬂiﬂ'ﬂm{ mm "
Battery 4, 6/27 irty 2747 5611 2881
Battery B, 6/27 Arty 3566 L568 4965
Battery C, 6/27 Arty 2645 2471 5179
Battery F, 16th Arty 1831 12,521
TOT4LS: 10,789 12,521 12,650 14,025
¢e Training.

(1) Continued emphasie has been placed on gun crew drill and FOC
section training, A gunnery ovaluation team has been organized within
the Battallon oper-tions section, This team conducts monthly inspections
of each firing bsttery to sssist the units in dovelcping sound gunnery
procedures and to detect errors in procedures,

(2) Mew in-country arrivels have received their initiel training ot
the battery, with emphasis placed on Vietnam peculisr training, It is
anticipated that future replacements will receive in-country training at
the 82d Adrborne Brigade processing center in Phu Loi, VN,

(3) 4n eight hour instruction program in the use of airlift ecuipment
and helicopter loading procedures wae conducted for selected personnel
from each battery., The instruction was corducted by persomnel from the
derial Eouipment Supply Compary, 1lst Cavelry Division (AM) at Quan loi.

(L) A three~day forward observer training program was conducted at

.the Battalion Headguarters in Quan Loi for four Cffieers and 10 enlisted

CONFIDENTIAL
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; CONFIDENTIAL -

AVGE-YC - 8 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Keport of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Ending 31 Jenuery 1969, RCS CSFCB-65 (RI)

men, The purpose wos bo provide easch battery with a trained forward
cbeerver section., Additional treinming will be conducted in exch bettery.

d, Intelligence.

(I) The Battalion has comtimued its program of attacking hard targets
and is contimiously revising its active target list based on current
intelligence,

(2) During the reperting period, Battalion aerial observers flew 285
VR miseions consisting of 674 hours, including 79 hours of night VR. 282
significant sightings were made resulting in 361 fire missions.

(3) Target surveillance this quarter was especially rewarding., The
Battolion was credited with 112 enemy killed by artillery (KBA) and en ®
additionsl 102 possible XBA. .The firing batteries participated in several
significant engagements in which surveillance could not be distributed
among &ll firing units, The total enmemy killed by artillery in these
missions was . The contimued attack on bunker complexes resulted in
313 bunkers destroyed,

(4) The following security clearances were granted or validated
during the reporting period. Top Secret (clearsnces validated - 8),
Secret (clearances validated - 55), Finnl Secret (clearances granted - 24),
Confidential (clearances granted - 12),

6. Loglatice,

(1) An amunition supply point was established at Quan Lof and
Phuoc Vinh in early liovember 1968, Consequently, Battery A and Battery
C, 6/27 irtillery respectively were resupplied directly. BEattery B,
6th Battalion, 27th Artillery and Battery F, 16th Artillery were resup-
plied selely by aircraft from Bien Hoa.

(2) Service Battery, 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery hes contimued
to be responsible‘for the operation of the 23d Artillery (Group Rear.
During this periocd, Service Battery assisted in the resupply of ratioms
to isolated fire beses occupied by 23d Artillery CGroup firing batteries.
During certein pericds, rations and ammunition were being sirlifted to
seven different loccaticna. :

f. Orgapization. The 234th and 260th Field Aartillery Detachments
wers gttached to the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery on 25 November 1968,

" On 26 Decomber the 234th Detachment was detached from this organization,

CONFIDENTIAL
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- CONFIDENTIAL

AVCE-YC 8 Pebruzry 1969
SUBJECT: Operctional Report of &th Battalion, 27th artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Peried Ending 31 Jamary 1969, RCS CSFR-65 (RI)

g+ Other,

(1) Medicrl, The Battalion medical section has conducted extensive
educationel programs stressing the importance of persconal protective measures
in the prevention of malaria, The command has had only two (2) cases of
malearia during this quarter. The health of the command contimies to be
excellent,

(2) Civic Action.

(a) In conjunction with the medical section of the Battalion, over
e 400 Vietnamese civilians have been treated in the Battalion dispensary.

(b) All schools supported by the Battalion have received extensive
aid in comstruction projects. A new school has been added to the program
sponacred by Service Battery near Saigon. The Tan Lol school at Quan Lei
h=s been expanded from a kirndergarten to include the lst through the 3d
Ea;l:s- wm language classes have been added to the Tan Loi and

¢ 8¢ 5

(3) Morale end Welfare. During the reporting pericd, this Battalion
participated in "Operation Vietnam - 1968%, QOperstion Vietnam is a project i
whereby the studente of E.W. Thurston Junior High School, Westwood
Massachusetts send Christmas gifts to the &6th Battalion, 27th Artillery
for distribution to military persomnel in the area. This project has been
undertaken the past four years. On 7 November 1968, the students of
B.W. Thurston Junior High School mailed thirty-four (34) packages, weighing
700 pounds total, The postage for mailirg the gifts was paid for by local
civic action groups such as the ldons Club and Womans Crgenizetiona. All
of the packnges arrived prior to Christmas unscathed. On Christmas Eve

the presents were distributed %o front line infaniry troops of the lst
Cav Division; to Alr Force personmel and the Officers end enlisted men
of this Battalion, On 2 Jamuary 1969 this Battalion fired its 300,000th
rourd in support of Free World Forces in the Republic of Vietnam., An
appropriste ceremony was conducted and this round was dedicated to the
E.W. Thurston Junior High School. A citation ard appropriate Battalion
plague commemorating the event were sent to the students and faculty.
"Ihruugh the outstanding efforts of the 23d Artillery Group PIC section,
this very worthwhile project recieved wide press and radio coverage Iy
the Westwood, Massachusetis area.

7
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; CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-IC 2 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalicn, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Ending 31 January 1969, KCS CSFGR-65 (RI)

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Leerned: Commander's Observations, Evaluaticns
and Reccormendations,

a, Pq:::uonnel. Mone
b, Operations,
(1) E=placezent of Cellimators

(a) OBSERVATIOR. By increasing the distance between the panoramic
telescope and the collimator to 4O feet er greater, the 155M{ towed howitzer
can shift trails through 6400 mils without picking up more displacement
than can be corrected in the collimstor pattsrn.

(b) EVALUATION. The standard night lighting device for the collimator
restricts the distance it can be placed frem the howitzer because of the
35 foot cord from the power source to the collimater. By utilizing 2
standard ¥X991/U flashlight and attaching it to the collimator with a
steél helmet camcuflage cover elastic head band, the night lighting problem
is solved and the collimstor can be placed at any desired distance from
the weapon., The greater the distance between the panpramic telescope and
the collimator, the smaller the displacement caused by shifting or firing.

(c) RECQUMMENDATICN. That this night lighting method be adopted as
a field expedient for 155MX towed howitzer units, and collimators be
placed at least LO feet from the panoramlc telescope wherever ground
conditions permit.

(2) Meximom Ordinstes.

EE{‘?'A OBSERVATION. A scale of meximum ordinates should be constructed
on »

(b) EVALUATION. It is imperative that air clearance procedures be
initlated as rapidiy =5 possible upon receipt of a fire mission. An
essontial part of the data necessary for cobteining air clearance is the
maximm ordinate of the projectile's flight., This information can be
extracted from Table G of the Tabular Firing Tables, However, the data
is rendered in meters rather than feet as reguired by the clearing
agencies. Further, for the 175M4 gun and the 8 inch Howitzer, charge 7,
the maximum ordinate is given as a function of range in 1000 meter incrmenta,
bI;ﬁarpolation for intermediate ranges requires a time consuming cslculation

i g

CONFIDENTIAL
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: CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-IC ; 8 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battaléon, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Ending 31 Jamiary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

It is suggested thnt using the data in Table G, additional data be
interpolated at 100 meter increments in range. By converting the data

of Table G from meters to feet before interpolating, the resulting data
will be given in feet, saving some calculation over interpolating directly
in meters, By laying a strip of Scotch Magic Marking tape on the face of
the GFT directly under the range scale, a scale of maximm crdinstes may
then be constructed on the tape, After constructing the scale, ancther
strip of tape should be laid over it to protect the markings. Information
for the determination of maximum ordinates is resdily available in the
course of routine data calulations,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That a scale of maximum ordinates as a function
of range, in 100 meter increments be constructed on each units GFTs.

(3) Pire Control Equipment .

(a) OBSERVATION. During the last guarter, three pancramic telescopes
M115, became inoperative as a result of loose rotating heads.

(b) EVAIUATION. The rotating head is threaded onto the deflection
mechanism znd held in place by three small set screws. During the course
of firing, these set screws can work locse allowing the rotating head to
unscrew itself, As a result, deflections set ¢ff on a sight with & loose
rotating head may cause considerable error if the deficiemcy is not
detected, As an example, should the rotating hesd boccme unscrewed by
as little as one thirty-second (1/32) of & turn, it would yield a two
hundred (200) mil firing error,

(¢) ERCOIMENDATION. That firing batteries, in their SOP, require
each gunner %o make a physical check of the rotating head by gently
mandipulating it to determine any "play" prior to and during each mdssion.

¢, Training. MNone

d. Intelligence, Target Intelligence Surveillance,

(1) OBSERVATION. Intelligence targets which are fired as cbserved
missions should be shot as "will adjuet" fire missions rather than
PLATOOK (1) or BATTERY (1) as normal intelligence targets.

(2) EVALDATION. Experience indicates that FLATOON (1) fire for
heavy artillery and BATTERY (1) fire for medium and light artillery is

insufficient to allow an aerial cbscrver to make any surveillsnce in double
end triple cancpy jungle. During a two-week period in December 196€, the
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AVGE-YC i 8 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Erding 31 Jamuary 1969, HCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

Bettelion conducted an evaluation of observed intelligence target firing.
During this time, the Battalion fired a total of ninety-six (96) II Field
Force Artillery Intelligence targets using wethed of fire shown above,
Battalion asrial observers were only able to give pesitive surveillance
on cne of these missions, On 21l other missiéns the artillery rounds
failed to open up the canopy enough to ensble the observer to give any
surveillance, During this trial period, Battalion visusl reconnaissance
gircraft flew a total of thirty-eight (38) hours out of a possible one
hundred thirty-two (132) hours, firing intelligence targets, or slightly
over twenty-eight percent {2855. It is the opinion of this Battalion
that the results obtained from this evzluation prove that this methed of

o firing intelligence targets, in addition to consuming valuable visual
reconnaissance flying time, contributes little to the cbserved firing
program of the Battalion,

(3) RECOMMENDATION.

(a) That the majority of the intelligence targets be fired as
unobserved missions, using the prescribed 23d Artillery Group methcds
of fire,

(b) That those intelligence targets that are fired as observed
missions be fired as "will adjust" missions, allowing the aerial cbeerver
to determine the number of rounds to be fired in order to obtain positive
survelllance,

e. loglistics. Telescope Equipment,

(1) OBSERVATION. In two instances when the cradle mount, ML58, was
replaced and the telescops mount, ML37, was reinstalled, the variance
botween elevations determined with the gunrer's quadrant and those read
from the elevation counter were greater than could be corrected by insert-

ing an elevation correction factor,

(2) EVALUATION. On a new weapon, M0 or MIO7, the telescope mount,
¥137, is loecated on the trundon end by the mamufacturer. In general, the
manufacturer sccomplishes this by using an adapter plate and dowel pins,
Tre result is an M137 mount located accurately enough that when the tube
is level and the elevation counter reads zero (0), the elevation level
vial bubble is centered. Obvicusly, the location of this mount is peculiar
to each motor carriage, cradle and cannon assembly combination. In the
present situstion there is no way to adjust the M137 mount except by ;
insertion of a correction factor. Unfortunately, the correction factor

10
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is limited to 49 mils and in practice proves insufficient t¢ correct
actual variances, As a2 result, the gunner's guadrant must be used as the
sole method of setiing off the elevation, with no double check being

possible,

(3) RECOMMENDATION. Direct Support Crdnance Units must arrive at
a method for properly adjusting the ML37 mount when it must be replaced
on e. mw cradle in a field combat enviromment.

? Organizaticn, None

2

g;._ ﬂl.'-her. JNone
RICHARD S. BULLCCK
LTC FA
Commanding
_ mm'mu'rmw

"o Copmander-In-Chief, United States Army Pacific
3 - Comanding General, United States Army Vietnam
6 - Commanding Officer, 23d Artillery Group

1

CONFIDENTIAL

17





